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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's election and amendments filed 5 February 2009 have been entered. 
Claims 1-4 and 6-19 have been cancelled and new misnumbered claims 20-34 have been 
added. Claims 5 and misnumbered 20-34 are currently pending in this application. 

E/ect/on/Restrict/ons 

2. Applicant's election of invention of Group I, claims 5 and 20-34 and species of the 
liquid as dielectric liquid and species of the contacting to be simultaneously in the reply 
filed on 5 February 2009 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and 
specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has 
been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). Further, since 
misnumbered claims 23 and 25 are not read on the elected species, they are withdrawn 
from further consideration as being drawn to non-elected species. 

C/a/m Objections 

3. The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1.126 which requires the 
original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When claims 
are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims are 
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presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next following 
the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 20-34 have been renumbered as claims 21-35, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 5 and renumbered dependent claims 22, 23, 25 and 27-35 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 5, the recitations "the annular region" and "the plasma" lacks antecedent 
basis. The recitation "whereby" is indefinite in a method claim since the action follows the 
term does not necessarily occur. The recitation "secondary processes" is confusing or 
lacks antecedent basis as to what secondary processes are being claimed. The recitation 
"results" is confusing or lacks antecedent basis as what results are being claimed. The 
same is applied to the recitation "multiple processes". 

Renumbered dependent claims 22, 23, 25 and 27-35 are rejected being depended 
upon indefinite claim 5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

7. Claims 5 and renumbered claims 21-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Suzuki et al. (US 5,084,078). Suzuki's invention is directed to an exhaust 
gas purifier unit. Suzuki discloses 

the application of a high voltage between first and second electrodes to generate 
bridged stream coronas ( a plasma) within an annular space defined by the first and second 
electrodes, where the second electrode is in cylindrical form and covered with a dielectric 
material and the first electrode is at the center of the second electrode (c. 3, I. 65 
through c. 4, 1. 20); 

means for feeding oil into the annular space onto the dielectric so that the oil is 
diffused and attracted to the dielectric to form an oil film thereon to remove fine 
particles and harmful gases from the exhaust gas passing through the bridged stream 
coronas (paragraph crossing c. 1 and 2); 
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the recirculation of the oil into the annular space, where the oil contains built-up 
precursor or oil oxide in neutralized form or in particle status (c. 4, 1. 40-68). 
As such, Suzuki discloses all the steps as claimed. 

As to the subject matter of claim 22, since Suzuki discloses the removal of fine 
particulate from the exhaust gas and the oil containing built-up precursor or oil oxide in 
particle status, Suzuki's teachings have the limitation. 

As to the subject matter of each of claims 28-35, Suzuki discloses or inherently 
discloses it in c. 3, 1. 32-54 or in c. 4, 1. 60-68. 

CoiKlusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kishor Mayekar whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1339. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nam Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-1342. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
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about the PAIR system, see http://pair-clirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kishor Mayekar/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



